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Join us as we share the inspiring stories of the first-responders
receiving the Medal of Valor and Purple Heart at the
8th Annual Above & Beyond Ceremony.
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The promise
of tomorrow
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today.

At PVS Chemicals,
we are committed to the
Responsible Care® of
our environment,
our communities,
and our employees.

Future generations
deserve nothing less.
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Above & Beyond Awards Ceremony
National Anthem

Firefighter Martin Rucker

Invocation

Chief Chaplain Lennell D. Caldwell, Detroit Police Department

In Memoriam
2020 Awards Ceremony Host

Evrod Cassimy, Local 4 News Anchor

Remarks

Reginald Turner, Chairman of the Detroit Public Safety Foundation Board of Trustees
Patti Kukula, Executive Director, Detroit Public Safety Foundation

Public Safety Partner

Introduced by Patti Kukula
Comerica Bank
Michael Ritchie, President, Michigan Market

James B. Nicholson City Change Maker

Introduced by Detroit Mayor Michael Duggan
Recipient - Dan Gilbert, Chairman of Quicken Loans
Accepted by Chuck Wilson, Rock Family of Companies, Chief Security Officer

Detroit Fire Department

Executive Fire Commissioner Eric Jones
Medal of Valor and Purple Heart Recipients

Special Video Tribute
Detroit Police Department

Chief of Police James E. Craig
Medal of Valor and Purple Heart Recipients

DRIVEN
TO DO
MORE
The Suburban Collection celebrates the
courage, selflessness and unwavering dedication
of our first responders. Sincere thanks to the
Detroit Public Safety Foundation for its
support of our frontline heroes.

877-471-7100
SuburbanCollection.com
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This year we invited community members to show their support by becoming a Public Safety Partner
with a $25 donation to the Detroit Public Safety Foundation. We would like to thank the following
individuals who donated in support of Detroit’s first-responders.

Karen Brown
Debra Cummings
Lynda Dolphus
Mark Heber
Robert Huckestein
Blake Johnson

Charles Matter
Kathleen McCann
Glenn O’Connell
Honor Sheard
Deborah Walters
Jetty Wells

November 12, 2020

Dear Medal of Valor and Purple Heart Awardees:
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the 2020 Above & Beyond Awards Ceremony! Since 2003, the
Detroit Public Safety Foundation has served as a signature example of what communities can accomplish
through public-private partnerships.
Above and Beyond is a ceremony recognizing the first-responders who receive the Medal of Valor and
Purple heart. The Medal of Valor and Purple Heart is awarded to the proud men and women who help
keep our great city safe. It’s because of you that the City of Detroit is on a sustainable path to recovery.
In the face of such an unprecedented time of worldwide crisis, the Police Officers, and Firefighters of the
City of Detroit have stood at the frontline, responding with swift action and great pride in serving and
saving the lives of the residents of our city. And in the midst of extreme uncertainty, your willingness to
answer to the call of duty, while also having families of your own to care for, truly speak to the outstanding
humanitarianism and unyielding dedication that you selflessly and courageously display every day. Your
teamwork and effective response that has been expedited with compassion toward our residents is truly
remarkable.
I thank you again for helping to make our city stronger, and safer. You are commended for your brave
and heroic actions shown every single day. You’ve distinguished yourself with excellent decision making
skills and an incredible ability to remain professional in a high stress situation. Your actions thus far, have
served to be invaluable to the residents of our great city, and exemplify that of a first responder who places
their life before others in the line of duty and everyday life. I have seen your impact first-hand, and am
truly grateful for your dedication and sacrifice. Strengthening the spirit of Detroit is one of my goals as
Mayor. Thank you for being a shining example for others to follow.
Sincerely,

Mike Duggan,
Mayor, City of Detroit

November 12, 2020

Greetings,
On behalf of the nearly two million citizens of Wayne County, I would like to congratulate all of our
incredibly brave first responders who have put been putting their own lives at risk – and the lives of their
own families in some instances – to keep the rest of us safe during a harrowing public health crisis the
likes of which none of us have ever experienced. You have been on the front lines each and every day
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, and you are the true heroes. We quite literally owe you our lives.
As a career law enforcement officer who came to public service through the ranks of the Wayne County
Sheriff’s Department, I know the dedication and sacrifice that these police officers, firefighters, and EMS
first responders make every day. But throughout my career, I never experienced anything like this. All of
you are to be commended, and we appreciate all that you do- especially during times like these – more
than we can say.
Please accept my warmest wishes for an enjoyable Above & Beyond Awards Ceremony and continued
success for the Detroit Public Safety Foundation. Again, thank you for your service.
Sincerely,

Warren C. Evans
County Executive

Benny N. Napoleon
Wayne County Sheriff

12 November 2020
In recognition of the Detroit Police and Fire Department, the Sheriff, along with the men and
women of the Wayne County Sheriff’s office would like to congratulate you on receiving the
Medal of Valor and Purple Heart presented by Detroit Public Safety.
It is with a thankful heart during a sensitive time in our nation to recognize those who have stood
on the front line to ensure that our communities are safe and handled with care.
The hard working men and women of the Detroit Police and Fire Department have dedicated and
committed to excellence while performing their duties, and their actions will forever be
applauded by our nation. No words can ease the depth of sorrow many of us have felt during the
pandemic, yet we of the Wayne County Sheriff’s will keep our front-liners in continuance
prayer.
Warm Regards,

Sheriff Benny N. Napoleon, J.D.

WAYNE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

4747 WOODWARD AVENUE • DETROIT, MI 48201 • (313) 224-7698

Dan Gilbert
Founder and Chairman of
Rocket Companies, Quicken Loans
and Rock Family of Companies
Recipient of the 2020
“James B. Nicholson
City Change Maker” Award
Dan Gilbert is Founder and Chairman of Rocket Companies, which went public on August 6,
2020. He is also Founder and Chairman of Quicken Loans, the nation’s largest mortgage lender,
Founder and Chairman of the Rock Family of Companies, a portfolio of technology businesses
and real estate investments, and Chairman of the Cleveland Cavaliers. In 2016, the Cleveland
Cavaliers won the NBA championship. The Rock Family of Companies and its more than 100
affiliated companies across the country employ more than 30,000 team members, including
more than 17,000 in Detroit’s urban core.
From 2013 through 2018, Detroit-based Quicken Loans closed nearly half a trillion dollars in
home loan volume across all 50 states, and in 2019, for the tenth consecutive year, earned J.D.
Power’s highest rating for client satisfaction among all U.S. mortgage lenders.

Award was formally accepted by Chuck Wilson,
Rock Family of Companies, Chief Security Officer and
DPSF Board Member.

* In 2020, the City Change Maker Award was renamed the James B.
Nicholson City Change Maker in honor of DPSF founder and Chairman
Emeritus James. B. Nicholson. Mr. Nicholson was instrumental in
the creation of the Detroit Public Safety Foundation, is a long-time
champion of Detroit’s first-responders and is a City Change Maker in
Detroit.

Recipient of the 2020 “Public Safety Partner”
Award
Comerica Bank is a longtime supporter of the Detroit Public Safety Foundation and Detroit’s
first-responders. Michael Ritchie, Comerica Michigan Market President, serves on the
Detroit Public Safety Board of Trustees. Comerica leadership showed their commitment for
first-responders by offering to host the first ever Back the Blue campaign on National Law
Enforcement Appreciation Day. On that day, Comercia committed $25,000 to the Detroit Public
Safety Foundation. In addition to that donation, Comerica continued to support Detroit’s firstresponders when COVID hit with a $10,000 donation for the Feed the Frontlines program. They
provided $5,000 for the Give Back Program with Matt Shephard, voice of the Detroit Tigers.
That funding went toward supporting the Detroit Fire Department. Comerica also provided
$10,000 in funding for the Brotherhood and Sisterhood Mentoring Programs for youth in
Detroit. Thanks to their incredible generosity, Comerica Bank has been a true Public Safety
Partner for the DPSF, DPD and DFD.
Comerica Bank’s commitment to Michigan spans 171 years and has expanded greatly amid
COVID-19. In addition to supporting Detroit’s first-responders, Comerica’s community
investments have aided small business recovery through critical financial and technical
assistance. Community partnerships have also delivered resources to individuals, families and
neighborhoods to fight food insecurity and offer free testing to help COVID-19, free personal
protective equipment (PPEs) and other vital resources to combat the pandemic.

Honoring Past Above & Beyond Civilian
Award Recipients
City Change Makers
2019 - Gary Torgow, Executive Chairman TCF
Financial Corporation
2018- Tonya Allen, President & CEO, The Skillman
Foundation
2017 - Jimmy Settles, UAW Ford
Vice President
2016 - Matthew Simoncini, CEO & President, Lear
Corporation
2015 - Matt Cullen, President & CEO,
Rock Ventures, LLC
2014 - Michael E. Duggan, Mayor of Detroit

Public Safety Partners
2019 - The Detroit Lions
2018 - The Home Depot
2017 - Motorola Solutions Foundation
2016 - Project Green Light Partners
2015 - Chief Tony Holt, Wayne State University
Police Department
2014 - Michigan Humane Society
2013 - Saul Green and Barbara McQuade, U.S.
Attorneys
(Received Integrity and Ethics Award)

2013 - Dan Loepp, President & CEO,
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Here for Michigan.
Now more than ever.
Confidence comes with every card.®

At Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, we’re committed to caring for Michigan and everyone who calls it
home. For our members, it’s a commitment to provide you with the ability to see a doctor from your home,
and the option to speak to a nurse anytime you need them. Now more than ever, we will stand behind the
care you need. Like we’ve done for 81 years. Find out more info at hereforitall.com.
Congratulations to all the Above & Beyond awardees.

WE COMMEND YOUR BRAVERY
AND SELFLESSNESS BY KEEPING
THE COMMUNITY SAFE.
As proud partners of the City of Detroit’s first responders, we
commend your bravery and self-sacrifice in going above and
beyond to keep the community safe. Thank you for all that you do.

Motorola Solutions, Inc. 500 West Monroe Street, Chicago, IL 60661 U.S.A. 800-367-2346 motorolasolutions.com
MOTOROLA, MOTO, MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS and the Stylized M Logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Motorola Trademark Holdings, LLC and
are used under license. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2020 Motorola Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved. 10-2020

We're both in the business
of serving our communities

At FCA US LLC, we're working to enrich not only our products, but also our
community. As such, we proudly support all those who strive to serve wherever and
whenever they can. Together we're making the next generation better. That's our job.

©2020 FCA US LLC. All Rights Reserved. Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, Mopar and SRT are registered trademarks of FCA US LLC.
ALFA ROMEO and FIAT are registered trademarks of FCA Group Marketing S.p.A., used with permission.

KEEP SHINING.
Congratulations to the men and women of the Detroit Police and Fire
Departments for their outstanding service, and thank you for going
above and beyond. Your dedication and commitment is a beacon of
light for our community, those you serve, and for one another.
For those of you who continue to go Above & Beyond, know this.

We’re here to light the way.

A Shyft Group Brand
Use code abovebeyond for free domestic shipping
on purchases made through 12/31/20 at

strobesrus.com

Our Deepest
Gratitude to Detroit’s
Men and Women
in Blue
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International Services

StrategicStaff.com
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3011 West Grand Boulevard, Detroit, Michigan
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FERROUS PROCESSING
& TRADING CO.

We are proud to
support the
Detroit Public
Safety Foundation!
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We honor the Detroit
Police and Fire
Departments for going
above and beyond.

AAA is proud to support the Detroit Public Safety Foundation in honoring
Detroit’s exemplary first responders.
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CONGRATULATIONS

to the recipients of the Above & Beyond Awards ceremony and a special thank you to the
Detroit Police Department for carrying out your duties during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pinkerton traces its roots to 1850, when Allan Pinkerton founded the Pinkerton National Detective Agency. Since then, we’ve
worked with law enforcement and local municipalities around the country to keep communities and businesses safe. Pinkerton
provides risk management services that protect facilities, assets, and people throughout the world.

We never sleep.

HONORING
OUR
HEROES

We proudly salute Detroit’s first responders
who go Above and Beyond to create safer, more
vital communities in the Motor City. Thanks for
all you do to position Detroit and its residents –
our friends, family members and neighbors – to
thrive.

Detroit’s
hometown bank
belongs to we.
Proud supporter of the Above
& Beyond Awards Ceremony.
At the heart of our communities are our
first responders. Their service, bravery
and sacrifices lift individuals up to create
strong communities. Because when one
of us succeeds, we all succeed.
Congratulations to this year’s recipients
of the Medal of Valor and Purple Heart.

See what we can do together
at tcfbank.com

©2020 TCF National Bank. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Lender
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CITY OF DETROIT
FIRE DEPARTMENT
DETROIT PUBLIC SAFETY HEADQUARTERS

1301 THIRD STREET
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226
PHONE (313) 596-2900 TTY: 711
FAX (313) 596-2888
WWW.DETROITMI.GOV
___________________

Dear Friends of Public Safety,
2020 has presented us with some unique challenges. Some say everything has changed. The COVID
pandemic has completely disrupted our way of life. The economy is faltering. Schools are operating in a
modified capacity, and families cannot interact with each other normally.
However, some things never change, and those things are the dedication and sacrifice of our first
responders. Our firefighters and medics never wavered when confronted with this pandemic. They accepted
the challenge and continued to serve the public despite the known and unknown risks. The men and women
of the Detroit Fire Department knowingly jeopardized their health and potentially the health of their
families and loved ones because they swore an oath to protect the public.
I am beyond grateful for their dedication and sacrifice, and I thank you for celebrating their heroism.
Warm regards,

Eric Jones
Executive Fire Commissioner
Detroit Fire Department

Purple Heart Recipients

Firefighter Mark Taylor and Firefighter Alexander Rodriguez
On October 3, 2019 companies responded to a vacant house fire with an occupied structure next door. While
fighting the fire, conditions quickly deteriorated and the air horn sounded, signaling evacuation of the vacant
dwelling. Just as the air horn sounded, the house collapsed trapping firefighters inside. Sgt Francis, Sgt Woods,
FF Mauricio and FF Stewart were first inside digging the trapped men out from the burning rubble and black
smoke. After rescuing most of the firefighters, an accountability check was performed and Firefighter Mark
Taylor was still missing.
FF Kenneth Lauer and FF Jerrod Baber rushed in with total disregard for their own safety and began digging
through the intense heat and smoke. FF Lauer was able to find a reflective patch from the knee of FF Taylor’s
turnout gear through a small opening in the debris. Despite the intense heat from the flames raging around them
and the possibility of a secondary collapse, they were able to free FF Taylor from the rubble.
Firefighter Taylor was trapped for a total of 13 minutes. He had burns on 60% of his body and spent 22 days
in the Intensive Care Burn Unit at Detroit Receiving Hospital. His recovery process was long and painful.
However, one year after the injury, he was able to return to light duty on October 5th and is working to return to
full firefighting operations.
Firefighter Alexander Rodriguez was also trapped in the rubble after the collapse. He suffered a broken leg. His
recovery process also took about a year and he has returned to full firefighter operations.

Firefighter
Mark Taylor

Firefighter
Alexander Rodriguez

Paramedic
Jason Cornell

Medal of Valor Recipient
Paramedic Jason Cornell

Paramedic Jason Cornell was working an overtime assignment on August 4th, 2020 when he and his partner,
Paramedic Ryan Cook responded to a car in the Detroit River with a driver trapped inside. Upon arriving at the
scene, they found the car almost completely submerged. Without hesitation, Paramedic Jason Cornell, along
with a DNR Officer on scene, jumped into the water to begin rescue efforts. They tried to clear glass from
the broken passenger side window in an effort to unlock the car doors. As they were doing that, the current
started to pull the car away. Paramedic Cornell and the DNR officer grabbed on to someone on shore to form
a human chain and keep the car from being swept away. However, the current was too strong, and they began
to drift along with it. They were neck deep in water when someone was able to throw a tow rope to for them to
tie around the pillar between the front and back window. A tow truck on shore was able to help pull the car to
safety.
Thanks to the combined efforts of everyone on scene, they were able to rescue the driver and get him to safety.

Medal of Valor Recipient

Firefighter Kenneth Williams II
On April 6, 2020, Engine 30, Engine 40 and Squad 5 arrived at a house fire with smoke coming out the back of
the home. Two women met them on the back stairs saying there were babies still trapped inside the home.
As crews began attacking the fire, Firefighter Kenneth Williams II and Firefighter Erik Brown immediately
ran upstairs to the smoke-filled rooms looking for the children. They began searching in the back bedrooms.
Firefighter Williams noticed a closet in the bedroom and opened it to find the two missing children. He passed
one child off to Firefighter Brown and passed off the other child to another firefighter. Then he continued to
search to make sure there were no other children trapped inside. He searched until a charged line was brought in
to extinguish the fire.
Thanks to his bravery and service, both children were rescued and survived the fire.

Firefighter
Kenneth Williams II

Captain
Harry Wilson

Purple Heart Recipient
Captain Harry Wilson

On October 10, 2019, Captain Harry Wilson was one of the many Detroit firefighters who responded to a fire
at the vacant Phoenix Academy. The huge school was tightly secured with vandal proof plastic on all the doors
and windows so there was no ventilation inside the 2 ½ story commercial building. Conditions quickly became
unsafe and all companies were ordered out of the building.
During this time, Captain Harry Wilson was on the second floor near the source of the fire. After ensuring
everyone else evacuated safely to the stairway, he did not have enough oxygen to make it to the steps. He took
his mask off and yelled for help, depending on his team to help him to safety.
While exiting the building, Senior Fire Fighter Cretu heard his calls from the second floor. Without regard for
his own safety, he ran back toward the fire and found Captain Wilson out of air and disoriented. SFF Cretu
got Captain Wilson to the stairway. Firefighter Brandon Carter helped drag him down the stairs and out of the
building to the waiting EMS unit.
Captain Wilson was transported to the hospital where he was intubated and treated for smoke inhalation. He
spent three days in ICU but made a complete recover. After three months, Captain Wilson was able to return to
work.

Purple Heart Recipient

Sergeant Sivad Johnson, Posthumously awarded
Sgt. Sivad Johnson was a second-generation, 25-year veteran of the Detroit Fire Department. He had many
distinguished honors, recognition, and awards for his firefighting service. In addition to being a firefighter, he
was an accomplished artist, motivational speaker and was a friend and mentor to all who knew him. His greatest
joy was his two daughters, 16-year old Kenyall and 10-year old Hayden.
Sgt. Johnson died on August 22nd rescuing three girls struggling in the Detroit River. Sgt. Johnson was not
working at the time and was on Belle Isle with his 10-year old daughter. He heard the girls struggling in the
water and immediately jumped in to help rescue them. With his help, all three girls were rescued. However, Sgt.
Johnson never returned to the shore.
His brother, Detroit Firefighter Jamal Johnson, is accepting this award on his behalf and says, “What he did
when he left us, I’m not mad about it. I know he would do it again. It was in honor of other people and that’s
who he was. He would help anyone. And to be honest, the selfish side of me wants him here but I know that he
would do the same thing again.”
Sgt. Sivad Johnson, we thank you for your service and ultimate sacrifice to help save others.

Sergeant
Sivad Johnson,
Posthumously awarded

Sergeant
Elizabeth Szmrecsani

Trial Firefighter
Stephen Loewen

Medal of Valor Recipients

Sergeant Elizabeth Szmrecsani
Trial Firefighter Stephen Loewen
While responding to a house fire, Sgt. Elizabeth Symrecsanyi was told two children were trapped inside the
home. Without regard for her own safety, she entered the burning room where the children were trapped.
Despite black super-heated smoke, she searched the room and found a mattress on the floor. She moved the
mattress and found a lifeless child on the floor. She swept the child into her arms and made her way out of the
home, passing the child on to medics for transport.
At the same time, Trial Firefighter Stephen Loewen was also searching the room where the two children were
trapped. He found a lifeless child in a crib. He grabbed the child and ran out of the home to get the infant to
safety as soon as possible.
Both boys, 4- and 2-years old, badly hurt in the fire and suffered from severe smoke inhalation and the 4-yearold had burns on his face. They were home alone at the time of the fire. Thanks to Sgt. Szmrecsani and TFF
Loewen, they were rescued and survived the fire.

Medal of Valor Recipients

Senior Firefighter Michael Hall, Driver Engineer Allen Lingeman
Firefighter Cameron Miller
On May 9, 2020, Engine 58 was dispatched to a house fire. While driving to the fire, companies were notified
that a child was trapped in the basement. Sgt. Keith Wise and Senior Firefighter Michael Hall entered the
basement with zero visibility and with extreme heat coming up the stairway. They continued to search looking
for a two-year old little boy who was in the basement. Firefighter Cameron Miller followed behind them with
a hose, working to fight the fire behind them as they searched for the child. While searching Sgt. Wise felt
what appeared to be a child and scooped him up. He proceeded up the stairway and handed the child to Driver
Engineer Allen Lingeman who revive the unresponsive two-year old who was in respiratory arrest. Thanks to
his life saving measure, the child started breathing on his own and was taken to the hospital by medics standing
by. The child survived the fire thanks to the incredible work by everyone on the scene. This fire was the day
before Mother’s Day, something that was extra special to the firefighters who helped rescue the small child.

Senior Firefighter
Michael Hall

Driver Engineer
Allen Lingeman

Firefighter
Cameron Miller
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Medal of Valor Recipients

Police Officer Bradley Brandt, Police Officer Brian Cartner,
Police Officer Arthur Goff, Corporal Jose Martinez
On April 9, 2020 Corporal Jose Martinez, Police Officer Arthur Goff, Police Officer Bradley Brandt and Police
Officer Brian Cartner responded to a disturbance call. A woman was banging on the door of a house but the man
inside did not know her. The officers tried to calm the woman and talk her down off the porch. As they were
trying to calm her, she continued to act erratic, hostile, and agitated toward the officers. The woman eventually
took off running and they searched for her, knowing she was not in a stable state. They were near the John C.
Lodge Service Drive which is 15 feet over the freeway with cars traveling below. As they were checking that
area, they saw her make a slight turn and run in their direction, toward the Lodge Service Drive. She leapt
over the railing but managed to grab hold with her left hand. Corporal Martinez and Officer Goff grabbed her
left arm and Officer Brandt and Cartner grabbed her other arm. They were able to pull her back over the rail to
safety. After rescuing her from the overpass, they took her to the hospital for treatment.
The officers who responded to this call were calm and courageous. For their actions that night, they are all
receiving the Medal of Valor.

Police Officer
Bradley Brandt

Police Officer
Brian Cartner

Police Officer
Arthur Goff

Corporal
Jose Martinez

Police Officer
Dorian Hardy

Medal of Valor Recipient
Police Officer Dorian Hardy

On Saturday, December 14, 2019 Officers Dorian Hardy and Christopher Dodd were patrolling in the 7th
Precinct when a call came in regarding a possible murder suspect in their area. They arrived at the location and
saw an individual matching the suspect description given to them. Officer Dodd walked toward the suspect
who was seated at the bar and asked to talk to him. The suspect did not respond. As Officer Dodd was walking
toward the suspect, the officers saw him grab a black gun and point it at Officer Dodd. Officer Hardy, fearing for
his partners safety, fired his gun at the suspect. Officer Hardy and Dodd both immediately jumped to live saver
mode and applied a tourniquet to the suspects left leg where he was injured. The officers requested EMS and got
him safely to the hospital and then secured the scene to ensure everyone was safe.
Officer Hardy acted bravely to help protect his partner in imminent danger. For his bravery, he is receiving the
Medal of Valor.

Medal of Valor Recipients

Police Officer Brandon Byas Police Officer Clinton Elam,
Police Officer Joshua Scott

On February 5, 2020 Police Officer Clinton Elam, Joshua Scott and Brandon Byas, all assigned to the Special
Operations Team, made a traffic stop in the 5th Precinct. They saw a vehicle traveling quickly down side
streets, failing to stop for signals and creating a dangerous potential for other cars and pedestrians. The officers
positioned their scout car to make a traffic stop. Officer Elam noticed the passenger door open and saw someone
get out of the car and take off running. The suspect then pulled a handgun from his waist and fired multiple
shots at Officer Elam, then at Officers Scott and Byas in rapid succession. The suspect then fled out of sight.
Within seconds, they heard another round of gunshot and saw the suspect firing at Officer Scott from a nearby
driveway. The officers fired back in an effort to protect themselves and stop the threat. Eventually, they were
able to track the suspect to an alley and safely secure him for an arrest. They then treated his wounds and
immediately requested EMS transport for the suspect. All individuals on scene survived that day and the officers
were able to take a dangerous felon off the streets.

Police Officer
Brandon Byas

Police Officer
Clinton Elam

Police Officer
Joshua Scott

Corporal
Alvin Cherry

Police Officer
Tyler Long

Corporal
Juan Reynoso

Police Officer
Dwayne Toney

Police Officer
Anthony Williams

Medal of Valor Recipients

Corporal Alvin Cherry, Police Officer Tyler Long, Corporal Juan Reynoso,
Police Officer Dwayne Toney, Police Officer Anthony Williams
On July 10, 2020 specialized units from the 12th Precinct were working together locate and arrest a suspect
wanted for various charges in a dangerous area. The team consisting of Corporal Alvin Chery, Corporal Juan
Reynoso, Police Officer Tyler Long, Police Officer Anthony Williams and Police Officer Dwayne Toney located
the suspect and made the arrest without incident.
As the suspect was being placed into custody, an unknown man started walking toward them. Corporal Cherry
approached him to ensure he did not interfere with the arrest. When they were very close, he pulled a handgun
at Corporal Cherry and fired at him. Corporal Cherry charged toward him in an attempt to disarm his weapon.
Officers on scene fired at the suspect, striking him. When they approached him, he began firing at the officers
again. One of the officers on the scene fired at the suspect to protect his partners who were being fired upon.
The officers all acted bravely and courageously in the face of danger. For their bravery, they are all receiving the
Medal of Valor.

Medal of Valor and Purple Heart Recipients

Police Officer Philippe Batoum-Bisse, Police Officer Eric Brown, Police Officer
Kenneth Burley, Police Officer Danny Chambers, Cpl (Sgt) Rasheen McClain,
Police Officer Stephen Merritt, Police Officer Joseph Weaver,
Police Officer Matthew Webb, Police Officer Cortez Williams
On November 20, 2019, Corporal Rasheen McClain and Officer Phillippe Batoum-Bisse responded to a home
invasion in progress. After gathering more information, Cpl. McClain, Officer Batoum-Bisse, Officer Danny
Chambers and Officer Joseph Weaver went inside the house and down the basement to investigate. When they
reached the bottom of the staircase, Cpl. McClain was shot in the neck and Officer Batoum-Bisse was struck
in the lower leg. Officers Batoum-Bisse, Weaver and Chambers were able to exit the house to safety. Officer
Kenneth Burley provided aid to Officer Batoum-Bisse and he was driven to the hospital by Officer Joseph
Weaver and Officer Matthew Webb.
The suspect then fled the basement with his rifle and out a side door. He exchanged gunfire with officers who set
up a perimeter and were able to safely apprehend him a short time later.
Officer Cortez Williams and Stephen Merritt reentered the home and carried Cpl. McClain from the basement
to a nearby scout car. Police Officer Eric Brown and Officer Cortez Williams drove Cpl. McClain to Sinai Grace
Hospital. Cpl. McClain lost his life in the line-of-duty. He was a beloved 16-year veteran of the Detroit Police
Department. Cpl. McClain is receiving the Purple Heart posthumously for his ultimate sacrifice as a Detroit
Police Officer. Officer Batoum-Bisse is also receiving the Purple Heart for the injuries he sustained that day. All
other officers who responded to the scene are receiving the Medal of Valor for the bravery and courage in the
face of danger and a very difficult scene with a fellow officer gravely injured.

Police Officer Philippe
Batoum-Bisse

Police Officer
Eric Brown

Police Officer
Stephen Merritt

Police Officer
Kenneth Burley

Police Officer
Joseph Weaver

Police Officer
Danny Chambers

Police Officer
Matthew Webb

Corporal/Sgt.
Rasheen McClain,
Posthumously
awarded

Police Officer
Cortez Williams

Medal of Valor Recipients

Detective Gentry Shelby and Sgt. Marcus Ways
On October 3, 2019 Sergeant Marcus Ways and Detective Gentry Shelby from the DPD Homicide Unit were
following up on a homicide investigation.
As they were traveling, they saw man get out of a vehicle and approach another vehicle acting in a way that
made the officers believe a narcotics transaction was taking place. During this transaction, another individual
began walking toward the vehicles with a rifle style handgun in his hand. Sgt. Ways and Detective Shelby
exited their unmarked vehicle and announced “Police”. After identifying themselves, the suspect pointed his
gun at the officers and fired at least two shots at them. Fearing for their safety, the officers fired back and the
suspect surrendered. Detective Shelby, a former medic in the Navy began administering first aid to the suspect.
Sgt. Ways secured the scene and called for an EMS transport. The suspect was taken to the hospital in stable
condition.
The officers showed diligence, keeping an eye out for illegal and dangerous behavior. They showed great
courage in confronting an armed suspect who fired at them. Ultimately, their actions got a violent and armed
felon off the streets of Detroit. For their actions, they are receiving the Medal of Valor.
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Thank you Detroit's first-responders
for going Above & Beyond in your courageous
service to our community.

